28 May 2019

Editor
Social Behavior and Personality
Dear Editor:
I, along with my coauthors, would like to ask you to consider the attached manuscript entitled “Individuals’ Negative Emotions Are Modulated by Attribution Style When Experiencing Child-related Trauma” for publication in Social Behavior and Personality as a research article. 
This study investigates whether attribution style is a moderating variable between traumatic experiences in childbirth or parenting a child and negative emotions in a sample of Chinese adults. Negative emotions and attribution style were assessed in 294 people who experienced the child-related traumas and 124 who did not (normal group). The results of the present study revealed several consistent patterns: (1) Task attribution made a positive contribution to general negative emotions for childless people, whereas both task attribution and luck attribution positively contributed to general negative emotions for individuals who suffered child death or child with disability. (2) In terms of specific negative emotions, task attribution positively predicted anxiety, hostility, fear and physiological maladaptation for childless people, and positively predicted all negative emotions for individuals who suffered child death or child with disability. Additionally, luck attribution negatively predicted solitude for the childless group, and positively predicted all negative emotions for the Child Death and Child with Disability Group. (3)Both task attribution and luck attribution made a positive contribution to general negative emotions for Childless and Child Death groups. Both ability attribution and luck attribution positively predicted general negative emotions for Child with Disability. We show that attribution style is an important moderating variable between trauma experience of birth or parenting a child (types of trauma experience of birth or parenting a child) and negative emotions. These findings provide a theoretical basis for working on the attributions of individuals who suffer from trauma in childbirth or parenting a child through attribution training, which, in turn, may help to reduce negative emotions for Trauma Group. Our findings would be useful to expand the relevant theories regarding traumatic experience in childbirth or parenting a child, attribution style, and negative emotions. 
We believe that the findings of this study are relevant to the scope of your journal and will be of interest to its readership. 
This manuscript has not been published or presented elsewhere in part or in entirety, and is not under consideration by another journal. All study participants provided informed consent, and the study design was approved by the appropriate ethics review boards. All the authors have approved the manuscript and agree with submission to your esteemed journal. There are no conflicts of interest to declare.

Thank you for your consideration. I look forward to hearing from you.

Sincerely,
Xiang Yan-hui 
School of Educational Science 
Hunan Normal University, Changsha, Hunan, 410081, China 
Telephone Number: (+86) 0731-85216793 
Email: xiangyh@hunnu.edu.cn
